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The Coles Miller Fixed Fee Divorce Payment Plan has been developed to provide a cost 
effective solution to Divorce Proceedings. The aim of this information booklet is to help 
you understand the Court process involved, what we do, the information you have to 
provide and the legal fees involved.

Although we all like to think we will never be involved in divorce proceedings, statistics 
show that a large number of marriages do break down and divorce or judicial separation 
follows.

Our Fixed Fee Divorce Payment Plan includes all steps from initial instructions through 
to the Decree Absolute in divorce cases or the Decree in judicial separations.

We hope you find this pack useful. If you would like to discuss this with any member 
of the family team please do not hesitate to contact us at any of our regional offices.  

We are with you 
every step of the way

Poole  01202 673011
Bournemouth 01202 293226
Christchurch             01202 355661
Broadstone 01202 694891
Wimborne  01202 935039

FAMD106/15



www.coles-miller.co.uk/family

What will you pay?
The total fee is £1,450.00 assuming there are no unforeseen problems, which is payable in three 
instalments as follows:

Stage 1 - £450.00 – payable at your first meeting when you will need to provide completed 
instructions sheet

Stage 2 - £550.00 – payable when the divorce petition is ready to be ‘issued’ by the Court – the 
Court fee payable at this stage is covered.

Stage 3 - £450.00 – payable when we apply for the Decree Nisi.

The fees break down as follows:-

Our Fees + VAT   £900.00

Court fee on filing the petition £550.00

Total    £1,450.00

The only other sum you may have to pay will be a fee if we need to obtain a certified copy of your 
marriage certificate.

What work is covered?
Before your very first meeting with one of our Family Law team, we ask you to complete the 
enclosed Instruction Sheet.  This contains most of the information we will need.  This plan covers 
the preparation and issue of the Divorce Petition and all the steps that need to be taken to obtain 
the Decree Absolute.

Should the matter become more complex, for example your spouse defends the proceedings or 
files a Cross Petition (seeking a cross divorce against you), we reserve the right to increase the 
costs according to the extra work incurred. Should this happen, we will notify you as soon as 
practicable, and before any additional costs are involved. We will give you an estimate of the likely 
increase in the fees, and outline the additional work we will need to undertake. If the Petition is 
defended, the procedure becomes more complex and differs from that outlined in the following 
pages. We will explain the revised procedure to you at the time.
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The other problem that may occur, and which will increase the fees, is if your spouse fails to 
return the acknowledgement of service. On issuing the Papers, the Court posts the Petition 
to your spouse or their solicitors. If your spouse fails to deal with the papers it may become 
necessary to have a further set of the papers delivered by hand by an Enquiry Agent so that the 
divorce can progress. If this is necessary, our fees will increase by the cost of the Enquiry Agent’s 
fees. Usually we are able to give you a clear indication in advance of the likely cost.

What work is not covered?
• Any work that is necessary if the Petition becomes defended, or needs to be altered 

(amended) once it has been issued by the Court.
• Enquiry Agents fees if the papers have to be served personally on your spouse (as explained 

above).
• The fee for obtaining a copy marriage certificate  (normally about £10.00)
• Any advice and proceedings concerning property, finances and children.
• Negotiations on resolving any issues with regards to divorce costs prior to any costs order 

being made.

How will any subsequent proceedings relating to your property or any children 
be paid for?
The financial aspects of your divorce and any issues concerning your children will need to be 
addressed, and are not covered by this package. Any fees incurred will be charged at our usual 
hourly rates (depending on the level of experience of your solicitor).  We are usually able to give 
you an estimate of the likely costs to be involved.

Is your spouse liable for your costs?
During divorce proceedings, you can ask for a Court Order that your spouse contributes to the 
costs of the divorce. This may cover some or all of the fees you incur under this plan. We will 
explain how this works during our meeting. Any costs orders are at the discretion of the Court.

If an Order for costs is made against your spouse, then included within this payment plan is an 
initial letter to recover those fees, but the plan does not include the fees for enforcing any Order 
for costs made within the divorce proceedings. If we have to help you enforce the order, there 
will be additional costs involved, again some or all of these may be recovered from your spouse.
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What is the next step? 
If you would like to proceed with us, we will need you to complete the accompanying Instruction 
Sheets. These pages are also available on our web site, www.coles-miller.co.uk  If it is easier, 
please complete them online and email the information to us. Alternatively, please print the 
pages, complete them and bring them with you to your first meeting.

When you come for your first meeting, please bring:

• Your original marriage certificate or a certified extract.
• The completed Matrimonial Instruction Sheet together with supporting documents
• The initial £450.00 payment

Why choose Coles Miller Solicitors?
Coles Miller is one of the largest law firms in the Dorset region, with five offices and over one 
hundred and twenty staff members. Our Family Law team are recognised to be one of the most 
experienced team of solicitors in the area.

The breakdown of a relationship is a difficult and emotional time for all concerned and our team 
of specialist family lawyers will advise you on your options in a sensitive and professional manner. 
We realise that every case is different and so will treat you as an individual and consider all the 
aspects of your case in helping you reach a suitable resolution.

We are proud to have members of the Law Society Solicitors Family Law Panel and Resolution  
Accredited Specialists amongst our team, assuring you of the best advice at all times. 


