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What is a Lasting Power of Attorney?
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a document that 
permits another person to manage your affairs and 
make important decisions on your behalf.

Why might I need an LPA?
If at some time in the future you lack the mental   
capacity to make important decisions for yourself, an 
LPA will enable someone to make these decisions for 
you.

What does ‘lacking mental capacity’ mean?
Common examples of when a person might lack mental 
capacity and are therefore unable to make decisions for 
themselves are:
• Dementia
• A mental illness
• A brain injury

What are the different types of LPA?
There are two types of LPA:
A Property and Financial Affairs LPA authorises a  
person of your choosing (your ‘attorney’) to make   
decisions regarding your property and finances. For 
example, they can:
• Pay your bills
• Sell your home
• Write cheques on your behalf

A Health and Welfare LPA authorises your attorney 
to make medical decisions on your behalf, as well as 
letting them choose what is best for your welfare. For 
example, they can:

• Refuse medical treatment for you
• Decide who takes care of you
• Help move you into a nursing home

What is the alternative to an LPA?
If you lose your mental capacity without making an LPA, 
a Court will appoint a ‘Deputy’ to look after your affairs, 
and this may not be someone you would have chosen 
yourself. This is also a much more expensive and time 
consuming process than making an LPA.

Who can be an attorney?
You should appoint someone you trust to act in your 
best interests. Your attorney can be a family member or 
a friend, although it makes sense to appoint someone 
who is used to dealing with your finances, if you are 
making a Property and Financial Affairs LPA.

How many attorneys do I need?
It is a good idea to appoint at least two attorneys. This 
way, someone will still be able to look after your affairs if 
something happens to one of them.



When does an LPA become effective?
Even after you have signed your LPA, it is not effective 
until it has been registered with the Office of the Public 
Guardian.

When does the LPA have to be registered?
A Property and Financial Affairs LPA can be used as 
soon as it is registered, which will be when you want 
your attorneys to have control over your finances, or 
when you lose your mental capacity.

A Health and Welfare LPA can be registered at any time, 
but cannot be used until you have lost mental capacity.

How does an LPA reduce the risk of an attorney 
abusing their power?
You can appoint someone you know and trust and can 
restrict what they have control over. 

When the LPA is sent to be registered, up to 5 people 
of your choosing can be notified. They will then have 
the opportunity to object to the registration if they have 
any concerns.

Finally, when you sign your LPA, a ‘certificate provider’ 
must confirm that you appreciate the importance of 
what you are signing and that you haven’t been forced 
to do so.

Who can be a certificate provider?
They must be an independent person who has known 
you for over 2 years, or a professional person such as a 
doctor or a solicitor.

Can I cancel my LPA?
Yes, if you change your mind you can cancel your LPA 
at any time, as long as you have not lost your mental 
capacity.

How else might the LPA get cancelled?
If you or your attorney die, or if you were married to 
the attorney and get divorced, or if the attorney loses  
mental capacity, the LPA is automatically revoked.

A Property and Financial Affairs LPA is also revoked if 
you or the attorney become bankrupt.

In the above circumstances, if you appointed more than 
one attorney, the LPA is not revoked and instead the 
power to make decisions for you will pass to the other 
attorney.

Is it complicated to make an LPA?
Whilst the forms have been designed to be as straight 
forward as possible, there are still a lot of important  
decisions that you need to make and everything must 
be done correctly to ensure your LPA is fully effective. 
It is therefore recommended to seek advice from an 
experienced solicitor who can guide you through the 
process.

What is an Enduring Power of Attorney?
An Enduring Power of Attorney (EPA) is the old version 
of an LPA for financial affairs.   You can no longer make 
an EPA but if you made one before 1st October 2007 it 
is still valid.

How much does it cost?
Please call our team of legal experts for more informa-
tion. Please note that when registering your LPA, there 
is a fee payable to the Court of £82. However, this fee 
may be waived if you are in receipt of certain means 
tested benefits.
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The contents of this leaflet are intend-
ed for general information purposes 
only and should not be deemed to be, 
or constitute, legal advice. We cannot 
accept responsibility for any loss as 
a result of acts or omissions taken in 
respect of this leaflet.


