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So, what are your options?  You can:
•  Buy a pack from the supermarket or newsagent, or 
download a form from the internet, and make your  
own Will;
•  There are lots of Will Writing companies around you 
could consult; or
•  You could get a solicitor to do it for you.

So why do you need a solicitor? Here are just 8 very 
good reasons why...

1. Getting it right!
The worst thing you can do in making your Will is to use 
words and phrases that don’t actually mean what you 
intended.  This can only result in bitter, lengthy and ex-
pensive litigation over your Will just when your family is  
going through the traumatic experience of losing you.  A 
home-made Will may well not work in the expected way 
because the person making it did not have the neces-
sary legal knowledge and expertise.  Will writers do not 
have to have any legal training whatsoever.  A solicitor 
will have years of training and experience behind them, 
and will prepare a Will that really will carry out your 
wishes on your death, saving your loved ones the nasty 
experience of litigation.

2. Insurance
We try extremely hard to get it right but, very rarely, 
even we might make a mistake. If we did, what redress 
will you have? We are regulated by the Solicitors Regu-
lation Authority which means that you have someone 
to complain to if we do make a mistake. We are also 
required to carry professional indemnity insurance so 
there will be funds to compensate you – or your estate 
– for any loss you suffered as a result.

Will-writers, on the other hand, can be completely un-
regulated. Because there is no overall governing body 
for Will writers, they do not have a complaints body, nor 
or they required to carry insurance. 

3. Safe storage of your Will
If you have made a Will, you want to know that it is 
somewhere safe, confidential and can be found when 
it is needed. The Solicitors Regulation Authority sets 
out rules for solicitors keeping Wills and, if a solicitors’ 
practice goes out of business or is taken over, it keeps 
track of who takes over custody of all the Wills they 
were keeping.

You have bitten the bullet and decided to make a Will.  For many people this is an extremely traumatic process and 
a job they only want to do once.  Even if you are one of those who view making a Will as just a matter of ensuring 
your affairs are properly in order, it is still vital that it is done properly.



We have heard of Will writers who keep them in an 
unlocked drawer, at home and even some who don’t 
keep them at all. What’s more, if a Will writer goes out 
of business, there is a good chance that any Wills he 
was keeping will be lost. 

4. Things you might not know 
Our team of specialised lawyers will not just put your 
wishes down on paper.  They will look behind your 
wishes to see if there are other ways of achieving 
them.  For example, you may be able to save inherit-
ance tax through your Will; or you may need to protect  
vulnerable beneficiaries; or you may wish to protect 
against nursing home fees.  Your Will needs to cater for 
all sorts of eventualities and you might not have thought 
of them all. Our team will have the experience to help 
you clarify your own ideas.

5. Clarity
After your death, your executors must carry out the 
instructions contained in your Will. It is vital that those 
instructions are clear, so that the executors understand 
exactly what you really wanted to achieve.  Sometimes 
it is important to use a word with a specific legal  
meaning to avoid ambiguity. Small differences in the 
wording of gifts can produce quite different results. Wills 
that are not professionally drawn up are often unclear 
and uncertain and the consequences can be expensive 
to sort out and put right.  Our team has the knowledge 
and experience to use the appropriate words to suit 
your wishes.

6. Challenges post-death
A Will can be challenged after your death if there is 
doubt about the circumstances in which the Will was 
made, for example doubt about your mental capacity, 
or whether you made your Will under pressure from 
someone else. A Solicitor will try to ensure that any 
doubts are removed at the time the Will is made.   

Arguments about your Will after you have died can 
result in unnecessary distress, expense and bitterness.

7. Formalities
There are strict rules governing how a Will must be 
signed and witnessed to be valid. It is easy to fall foul 
of these if you don’t know the rules which could mean 
that your Will is worthless.  Our team will supervise the 
completion of your Will to ensure this does not happen.

8. Independence
If you make your Will through your Bank, the bank will 
often insist that you appoint them as your executors. 
They can then re-coup the cost of making your Will 
when they deal with administering your estate. Because 
solicitors operate under a code of professional ethics, 
we leave the choice of Executors entirely up to you. We 
would be happy to act as your Executors if you wish, 
but will not insist upon it.

It is your Will, your money, your family …. So you should 
decide who to appoint.

The contents of this leaflet are intend-
ed for general information purposes 
only and should not be deemed to be, 
or constitute, legal advice. We cannot 
accept responsibility for any loss as 
a result of acts or omissions taken in 
respect of this leaflet.
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